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of retaliation was both well grounded and reasonable. The police officers confronted Read in front of his home in

the middle of the night. It was apparently daylight. The officers were armed. The area was known for criminal
activity. They told Read they knew where he lived, and had been looking for him. They identified themselves as

police officers. And they pulled a gun on him, placing him in a position of substantial threat of death or bodily harm.
9 Because of the surrounding circumstances, a reasonable person, threatened with deadly force by a group of

police officers in the middle of the night at his home, would expect an arrest or other significant police action, and
this expectation may be a factor in assessing whether the subject was arrested. These are aspects of the police-
citizen encounter which cannot be ignored in determining whether a reasonable person would feel free to leave.

See, e. g., United States v. Stowe, 572 F.2d 101, 104-05 (7th Cir. 1978), cert. denied, 439 U.S. 989, 99 S.Ct. 588, 58
L.Ed.2d 664 (1979) (subject of arrest may know facts making arrest or intrusion likely). Read clearly felt that he was
not free to leave. As he testified, "I thought they was telling me to get down on the ground, face down." He feared

that if he went any further, the officers were going to shoot him. The combination of these factors, and also the fact
that the officers had pulled a gun on him and were standing "within five or six feet" of him, as Read testified,
induced a reasonable fear that the encounter was an arrest. Therefore, the officers did not comply with the

requirements of Inman, though that case is distinguishable on the facts. 10 This case is even stronger than the one
before us in that the encounter occurred in the middle of the night, in the middle of a potentially dangerous

neighborhood, and the officers had reason to believe that Read had committed a crime. The officers have not
argued, nor could they, that there was any serious risk to the officers or bystanders if they left Read where they

found him. They had no warrant, and took no measures to effect a "
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